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From macros to landscapes, he's found a place for his photography
Edwin Brosens says he's a self-taught "macro" photographer who got the bug when he bought a 

nature book at age 18. Since then he's learned a great deal about the plants and "creepy crawlies"-- 

where they grow and what time of year they show themselves -- mostly near his home in the 

province of Noord Brabant in the Netherlands. "I've found it helps to limit myself to a certain area 

and go there often. I study and look first, then burn the film." Edwin's very favorite place to shoot is 

a nature reserve -- Doode Bemde -- in Neerijse, Belgium. 

 

After reading Galen Rowell's 

Inner Game of Outdoor 

Photography, he decided to 

learn to use graduated ND 

filters for his landscape 

work. "I've discovered that 

learning to use them takes 

both time and patience. The 

upper photo was taken at 

sunset at Doode Bemde in June using my Minolta 9 camera with Velvia 100F film and a 3-stop hard-

step Singh-Ray Graduated Neutral Density filter on a 20mm lens. After spot metering the 

foreground, I set my lens to f16 and opened the shutter for about 15 seconds." 
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Edwin returned to the same reserve in August to capture the second image. The exposure was the 

same, but the warm weather had turned the grass brown and created a different appearance. 

 
"Learning to use ND filters has helped improve my landscape work by allowing me to capture 

images under difficult lighting conditions. It's a lot of fun to see what I can do with photography. So 

I'm always working to improve my style and share my images with others." 

 
Edwin's entries in the BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year Contests reached the semi-final level 

in 2005 and 2006. See more of his work at his website, Edwin-Macrophoto.com.
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Capturing fall colors with an LB Warming Polarizer and ND Grads
You can see why this colorful image captured last 

September by Jon Cornforth gets full-page treatment in 

the November issue of Outdoor Photographer. Jon 

says, "I wanted to capture the ethereal mood of this 

overcast scene on Mount Ranier's Pinnacle Peak, but 

there was a 1-stop difference between the multi-colored 

bushes in the foreground and the brighter cloudy-sky 

background. First I mounted my Singh-Ray LB 

Warming Polarizer on the 55mm lens of my Pentax 6x7 

II to reduce the glare on the wet leaves. Then I used the 

lower edge of my 3-stop Soft-Step Graduated Neutral Density filter to control the contrast at the top 

of the frame. In situations like this, I only need to use the very bottom of the grad's transition, which 

is about 1 stop." (note: be sure to click the image above to enlarge and see detail.) 

 
When Jon was out this past week shooting the fall colors around his home base in Seattle, 

Washington, he came upon the scene we see below. "I don't know if I have ever seen the reds on the 

vine maples so nice. In order to really make this scene 'pop', I used my Singh-Ray LB Warming 

Polarizer. Anytime I am shooting trees, leaves, or flowers I use my polarizer to eliminate glare." 
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Jon travels over 6 months of 

each year, photographing an 

array of new locations 

including Alaska and the 

Yukon, Hawaii, and all along 

the western U.S. You can see 

a lot more of his top-notch 

photography by visiting 

CornforthImages.com. 

 

And while we're mentioning the November issue of Outdoor Photographer, you'll find some 

excellent advice on using polarizers and graduated ND filters in Rod Barbee's feature story, "Top 12 

Filter Techniques." Rod not only wrote the story but provides all the photos, including several 

helpful with-and-without-filter examples.
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New Mor-Slo Filter is a very fast way to go much slower...
For those photographers striving for longer... and 

longer... and even longer time exposures, Singh-Ray 

has just introduced the Mor-Slo 5-stop Neutral 

Density Filter. 

 
When it's combined with the Singh-Ray Vari-ND 

Variable Neutral Density Filter, the new Mor-Slo can 

help you extend your shutter speeds by as much as 13 

f-stops. The 77mm ring-mounted Mor-Slo can also 

be used -- either by itself or with your polarizers and other filters -- to increase exposure times by an 

additional five f-stops. 

 
Singh-Ray's unique Vari-ND filter is leading more and more photographers to not only explore the 

realm of slow motion imaging -- but extremely slow motion as well. Now the Mor-Slo provides a 

quick, easy way to add density to the Vari-ND Filter without losing the ability to “dial” the degree of 

neutral density you want. By placing the Mor-Slo 5-stop ND Filter in front of your Vari-ND you can 

achieve densities at any point between about 7 and 13 f-stops. 

 
The Singh-Ray Mor-Slo is available in either a standard 77mm 

filter ring that’s threaded on both front and back or in a 77mm 

thin-mount ring with no front thread. (It can be use in front 

or behind the Vari-ND as required, as long as BOTH are not 

the thin-mount ring.) 

 
As a "theoretical" example of how the Vari-ND and the Mor-

Slo Filters can team up to produce extremely long exposures, 

let’s begin with a typical outdoor scene at mid-day. The 

shutter speed would be slowed from 1/500 at f8 (with no Vari-

ND on the lens) to 1/125 at f8 (with the Vari-ND on your lens 

and set at its minimum density) to as slow as 1/2 second at f8 (with the Vari-ND set to its maximum 

8-stop density). At this point, if you were to add the MOR-SLO Filter in front of the Vari-ND, you 

can slow your exposure to as much as 30 seconds at f8 -- or 4 minutes at f22. 
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A new page has now been added to the Singh-Ray.com website for easy online ordering of the Mor-

Slo 5-stop ND Filter -- it's available now!
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Friday, October 12, 2007

Tim Fitzharris is as "Popular" as ever...
This month, subscribers* to Popular Photography 

& Imaging magazine are treated to an impressive 

cover photo by Tim Fitzharris, and inside is an 

informative 4-page article featuring tips for winter 

shooting -- including basic photographic 

considerations -- as well as handling weather, 

travel and other timely challenges. 

 
Tim's cover image was made using a Singh-Ray 1-

stop Graduated ND filter, as were several of the 

other images inside. He also credits the Singh-Ray 

LB Warming Polarizer. Tim is a master teacher 

when it comes to using filters to capture the 

nuances of a scene, so be sure to check out his article and make a point of visiting his website for 

more examples of his outstanding work, or look up any of his many books for more in-depth 

information and inspiring images. 

 
*Note: The newstand version has a different cover photo, but the same article is inside the 

magazine.
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A week photographing on Baffin Island: Wednesday
It's mid-week and here's another frosty photo report 

from Daryl Benson's recent journey to the Baffin 

Islands around Pond Inlet (Mittimatalik), Bylot 

Island and Sirmilik National Park way up in the 

Canadian North. 

 
"In late August, the average daily high temperature 

for northern Baffin Island is in the high single digits 

Celsius (less than 50 degrees F). Every clear evening 

was frost, often quite heavy. Evening's a relative 

term as it was only duskish for a few hours.  

 
"At 4:00AM it's extremely difficult to escape the 

gravity well that forms inside a nice warm sleeping 

bag (especially if you've only been in it for five hours), however the patterns of ice that formed each 

night always promised new photo opportunities before morning thaw. I'm not sure if there was 

some harmonious force at work in the formation of frost crystals echoing the shape of this frozen 

gull feather but it made it worth getting out of bed for."  

 
...and well worth sharing. Be sure to click the image above to see the big picture. Plan on returning 

tomorrow to enjoy another image from Daryl's Baffin Island expedition.
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Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Look at the Difference!  
(a series showing how 

optical filters can work for 

you)

Marc Adamus sends this pair 

of Oregon coastal landscape 

images he recently 

photographed--the left one 
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with no filter and the right 

one with a Singh-Ray 2-Stop 

Graduated Neutral Density 

filter. These photos were 

featured in a story titled 

Filters vs. Photoshop by 

Debbie Grossman in the September 2007 issue of Popular Photography. 

 
Along with these images, Marc offers a few special comments. "You're seeing this 'Ocean Blooms' 

image before and after I held my 4 x 6-inch Singh-Ray 2-stop hard-step Graduated ND filter in front 

of the lens. These two versions help explain how important I feel it is to use Graduated NDs to 

achieve fast, easy and accurate exposure results in the field. They are often the easiest way to 

achieve natural-looking exposure balance whenever I'm shooting an outdoor scene with a wide 

dynamic range. 

 
"Over this past summer," adds Marc, "I've begun using the larger Singh-Ray 4x6-inch Graduated 

ND filters without any holder on the lens. Now when faced with a difficult exposure and rapidly 

changing light, I quickly take out the appropriate ND Grad and hold it in front on my lens. I even 

move the filter during longer exposures to reduce any evidence of a transition line. This technique is 

also easier than attaching a holder when I am also using other screw-in filters on the lens, such as a 

polarizer." 

 
You'll find more of Marc's images posted here in the coming weeks, but if you don't like waiting that 

long, check out the other examples in the Popular Photography article, or visit Marc's website.
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A week photographing on Baffin Island: Tuesday
This week we are sharing 

images, stories and ideas 

from Daryl Benson's recent 

trip to the Baffin Islands in 

the Canadian North. Here's 
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his Tuesday report: 

 
"Icebergs are fairly common 

in Eclipse Sound, a narrow 

stretch of sea water (about 12kms wide at this point) that flows between Baffin and Bylot Islands. 

This pinnacle was attached to a larger iceberg but made for a dramatic image when isolated (by 

using a long lens with my ColorCombo) against Bylot Island and Kaparoqtalik Glacier in the 

background. This water is only open for two months of travel by boat each year. The rest of the time 

it's frozen and easier to cross by snowmobile or dog team. 

 
"It's a popular belief that the Inuit have dozens of words describing snow. In fact, this is not true. 

They have about the same number of nouns and verbs explaining snow as the English language has. 

However, in their world "snow" and "ice" are considered the natural state for water to be in, not 

liquid." 

 
Be sure to click the picture above for an enlarged version, and tune in tomorrow when we present 

another arctic anecdote from Daryl's Baffin expedition.
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Monday, September 17, 2007

A week photographing on Baffin Island: Monday
This week we'll be sharing images, stories and ideas 

from Daryl Benson's recent trip to the Baffin Islands 

in the Canadian North. Here's his brief report for 

Monday... "I recently spent almost three weeks 

photographing on northern Baffin Island around 

Pond Inlet (Mittimatalik), Bylot Island and Sirmilik 

National Park. 

 
"The lichen pattern found on this rock reminded me 

of the work of an Inuit print artist I met while in 

Cape Dorset, Baffin Island, last year. Her name is 

Kenojuak Ashevak. She first received attention in 
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the south with a print she did in 1960, called "The 

Enchanted Owl" which became a Canadian postage 

stamp. 

 
"This image was made using my Singh-Ray LB Warming Polarizer to help make the blue of the sky 

deeper and more dramatic." Be sure to click the picture above for an enlarged version to see all the 

detail in the image. 

 
Stay tuned throughout the week as we present more chapters from Daryl's Baffin expedition.
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